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May 15: About 300,000 public school teachers, members of the SUTEP union (Sindicato Unico
de Trabajadores de la Educacion Peruana) commenced an indefinite national strike to pressure
the government into promulgating legislation protecting teachers' professional credentials and
rights, and regulating salary scales, promotions, and pay hikes. Education Ministry spokespersons
said initially that the strike was temporary and "political." The teachers' union said 85% of its
membership had joined the strike. In Lima, thousands of striking teachers and other public
employees organized protest marches and clashed with police. Police reported that several
demonstrators were arrested after anti-riot squads used tear gas to disperse the crowds. Some 12,000
employees of the state-run mining company, Centromin, marked the third day of an indefinite strike
demanding that the government meet its obligations under a contract signed with workers last year.
Two weeks ago, nurses, paramedics and administrative staff members of the public health service
launched a strike. On May 15, physicians employed by the Health Ministry announced they, too,
were on strike. May 18: Miners' union sources said the strike was costing Centromin $2 million
in losses per day. Union leader Walter Salazan said some 10,000 miners accompanied by spouses
and children would begin a "march of sacrifice" toward Lima from the Sierra Central on May 21.
The marchers will demand a solution to the government's decision to renege on its contract with
mine employees. The miners are also demanding "demilitarization of mining sites." On May 16,
the political military command for the central region decreed a state of siege in Junin and Pasco
departments. For the third time during the week, Lima's 8,000 micro-bus drivers accounting for 30%
of transport in the city , restricted circulation to demand authorization for a fare hike. As of Friday,
nearly 500,000 workers were engaged in strikes and work stoppages. May 21: An estimated 200,000
unionized civil construction workers announced an indefinite strike demanding higher wages, and
monthly wage adjustments to compensate for inflation. Bus drivers in Lima once again restricted
services. (Basic data from AFP, 05/15/90, 05/18/90, 05/21/90; Notimex, 05/18/90)
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